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Br.  Ex .  Ijfi 

TELEGRAM 

TilS  JECRETAJT'  Cf  STATE  TO  TUB 
(Paraphrase) 


AMRAdSAPOR  IN  JAPAN  (QAiEV) 


Excerpt 


0A3HINOTQN,  September  3,  194 C>  6  p.m. 


33 4*  At  earliest  moment  possible,,  unless  you  perceive  objection, 
please  obtain  further  interview  with  Minister  for  Foreign  Affaire 
and  take  up  with  him  the  two  matters  which  follow,  as  under  instruc¬ 
tion  from  this  Government! 

(1)  Refer  to  the  conversation  you  had  on  August  7  with  the  Min¬ 
ister  (your  telegram  No,  672,  August  7»  10  p.m.)  and  say  to  him  that 
within  tht  past  few  days  reports  from  several  sources  have  cone  to 
the  Department  of  State  to  the  effect  that  the  Government  of  J*nan 
has  presented  an  ultimatum  to  the  French  authorities  ir  Indc  china 
on  Japan's  demands  for  permission  to  Japanese  armed  forces,  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  military  operations  against  China,  to  pass  through  French 
territory  and  to  use  military  bases  and  other  facilities.  The 
Government  of  the  united  States  is  reluctant  to  believe  these  reports, 
and  it  wishes  to  point  out  the  unfortunate  effect  on  American  publlo 
opinion  from  the  point  of  view  of  Japanese -American  relations  if 
these  reports  prove  to  be  correct.  Especially  will  this  be  true  in 
view  of  statement  which  the  press  attributed  on  June  19  to  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Japanese  Foreign  Office  whioh  said,  in  effect,  that 
Japan  attached  importance  to  maintaining  the  status  q.uo  in  French 
Indochina. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  220  C  (7)  Pago  1. 

3r.  Ex.  138 

STATEMENT  BY  THE  AMERICAN  AMBASSADOR  IN  JAPAN  (GREW) 

TO  THE  JAPANESE  MINISTER  FOR  FOREIGN  AIFAIRS  (MATSUOKA) 

My  Government  has  instructed  me  to  moke  the  following  observa¬ 
tions  in  reply  to  the  oral  statement  which  was  handed  to  me  by  the 
Vice  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  September  14. 

It  ie  the  opinion  of  my  Government  that  the  status  quo  of  a  third 
country  is  seriously  affected  when  ono  of  two  countries  which  is 
engaged  in  hostilities  with  another  insists,  in  order  to  attack  the 
other,  upon  the  right  of  the  use  of  airdromes  and  tho  right  of  pas¬ 
sage  for  troops  through  the  third  country.  In  the  light  of  the 
Japanese  Government's  announced  desire  that  the  status  quo  be  maintained 
in  the  Pacific  area  there  appears  to  be  an  inconsistency  in  connection 
with  tho  stipulations  of  this  nature  which  ore  being  made  upon  the 
authorities  in  Indochina  by  the  Japanese  Government. 

Tho  American  Government  urges  upon  all  governments  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  peaceful  means  only  in  their  relations  with  all  other 
governments  and  with  all  other  regions.  The  attitude  of  my  Gov¬ 
ernment  toward  the  unwarranted  use  of  pressure  in  international 
relations  is  global. 

(TOKYO,)  September  19,  1940. 
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DCC.  NO.  2800  (17) 
Ex.  152 


THE  JAPANESE  EMBASSY  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 

Excerpt. 

No.  235 


th«  situation  cf  iT°v  s tee?  scrap  markets, 

l  r  !^!n  T  ea“nd  °f  the3a  niaxHriuis  TOjuma  shipped 

th«+  ’  the  Japane3e  Government  finds  it  difficult  to  concede 
3,ra!nsur9  ^  motivated  solely  by  the  interest  of 
national  defense  of  the  United  States. 


(WASHINGTON, )  Ootobcr  7,  1940. 
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